Where Do The Children Play? Production Team

Christopher M. Cook, Producer-Director-Writer

Christopher Cook is an EMMY-award winning producer, director, and writer who lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan. His documentary work has appeared on regional public television, commercial television stations, and cables stations such as History Channel.

Since 1997, he has researched, written, produced, and directed more than 14 hours of documentary programming, most of which has appeared on regional PBS stations, for which he has received eleven EMMYs.

Cook produced and wrote documentary programs from 1999-2007 for Michigan Public Television's "Michigan at Risk" series, four of which won EMMYs. His other EMMYs were awarded for various documentary programs, including “Sprawling of America” which was also one of three nominees for best limited series in the International Documentary Association Awards in 2002.

Cook also works as a field producer for ABC network news programs including Good Morning America, Nightline, 20/20 and World News Tonight with Charles Gibson. He has field-produced for National Geographic channel, VH1, Retirement Living TV, Extra, NBA Entertainment and others.

For twenty years, Cook was a reporter and held various editing positions at newspapers across the country: the Detroit Free Press, San Diego Union, the Kansas City Times, and Newsday in New York, where he was part of a team that won a Pulitzer Prize for investigative journalism. Cook can be contacted via email at cook@metrocominternational.com.

Mark J. Harris, Consulting Producer

Mark Jonathan Harris is an Academy-Award winning documentary filmmaker, journalist, novelist, and film professor.

After graduating from Harvard College, he started his professional career as a wire service reporter in Chicago, first covering crime for the City News Bureau and then general news for the Associated Press.  He moved on to television to make documentary films for the King Broadcasting Co. stations in Portland, Oregon, and  Seattle, Washington. In 1973 he and his family moved to Los Angeles.

Among the many documentaries he has written, produced and/or directed are Huelga!, an award-winning film about the first year of the Delano grape strike that was broadcast on PBS (1967);  The Redwoods, a documentary made for the Sierra Club to help establish a redwood national park that won an Oscar for Best Short Documentary (1968); The Foreigners, a film made for the Peace Corps about a group of volunteers doing community development work in Colombia (1968); The Homefront, a NEH-funded documentary about the social and economic impact of World War II on this country (1985);  The Long Way Home, a film made for the Simon Wiesenthal Center about the period immediately following the Holocaust that won the Academy Award for Best Feature Length Documentary (1997); and Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of the Kindertransport, produced for Warner Bros. that also won an Academy Award for Best Feature Length Documentary (2000). He co-wrote the companion book as well, published by Bloomsbury in both Britain and the United States. Unchained Memories: Readings from the Slave Narratives, a documentary that he wrote on slavery in America, premiered at Sundance and aired on HBO in February 2003. It was nominated for an Emmy for a Nonfiction Special and Harris was nominated for Outstanding Writing for Nonfiction Programming.  He also wrote The Cutting Edge:  The Magic of Movie Editing, a documentary about editing produced by BBC-TV, NHK, and STARZ, featuring Steven Spielberg, Quentin Tarantino, George Lucas, Jodie Foster, Walter Murch, Dede Allen and many others. The film opened the 2004 Hollywood Film Festival and won the Grand Award for Best Documentary at the 2006 International TV Programming and Promotion Festival. His most recent film as a writer is The Boomer Century (1946-2046) which aired on PBS early this year. Darfur Now, a feature documentary he produced with Cathy Schulman and Don Cheadle, will debut at the Toronto International Film Festival in September.  He has just completed editing on another feature documentary, The Defector, which he wrote, directed, and produced, about Victor Kravchenko, the famous Russian defector and author of I Chose Freedom. 

In addition to filmmaking, Harris also writes journalism and fiction.  For several years a contributing editor to New West magazine, he has also published articles, essays, and reviews in a number of national newspapers and magazines including TV Guide, American Heritage, the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times and the Washington Post.  His short stories have appeared in literary journals, and he has published five novels for children: With a Wave of the Wand, The Last Run, Confessions of a Prime Time Kid, Solay, and Come the Morning, which won the FOCAL Award for the best children’s book about California in 1990. Come the Morning was republished by Wayne State Press in its Landscape of Childhood series in March, 2005, with a new Afterword and Author’s Commentary as well as 20 black and white photographs from prize-winning photographer Marissa Roth.

For over 20 years Harris has taught filmmaking, first at California Institute of the Arts, and since 1983 at the School of Cinematic Arts at the University of Southern California where he is a Distinguished Professor.  From 1990-96 he was the Chair of Film and TV Production.

Matthew Zacharias, Editor/Producer
Zacharias has been a filmmaker and editor for 13 years. His work has won three regional EMMYs for PBS projects. 

Zacharias' films have been featured at national film festivals such as Slamdance, South by Southwest and ResFest. His multimedia projects are exhibited in leading contemporary art galleries.  Zacharias is now at work on a feature-length film, which he is producing, directing, writing and editing.

His other credit include Bus Tripping (1998); Smart TV (PBS; 1999-2000); Mahler’s Beethoven (PBS; 2001); Contemporary Ceramics (Cranbrook Academy of Art; 2003); Sphinx (2003;PBS); Governor’s Arts Awards (PBS; 2003), and Michigan Football Memories (2004).

Zacharias' short films include Kim (AWOL; 1990), Max (AWOL; 1997), AWOL After School Special (AWOL; 1998), Ace’s High (AWOL; 2002), and Good, Brother (AWOL; 2002), which were selected for the South by Southwest and Slamdance Film Festivals, respectively.

Zacharias works on AVID and Final Cut Pro. systems. He is a graduate of Film Studies department at the University of Michigan. 

Barbara Lucas, Associate Producer

Lucas has worked on institutional video projects and Michigan public television documentaries such as the “Ticket To Ride” and “Emerald Ash Borer: Path of Death” for the Michigan PBS series “Michigan at Risk,” and “The Great Experiment: MSU, The Pioneer Land Grant University” (for which she shared a regional Emmy award).

For the past three years she has helped produce the weekly public radio show, “Issues of the Environment” for WEMU-FM.  She also produces environmental education videos for non-profits and municipal governments.  Her work and contact information can be accessed at www.in-sitevideo.com.
Lucas earned an undergraduate degree in anthropology, and a master’s degree in environmental policy, both from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 
Mark Berg, Director of Photography
Mark Berg is a highly experienced camera operator who has worked on news and long-form programs for twelve years, including stints at four television stations in the Midwest.

Berg’s work has appeared on ABC News, NBC News, 20/20, World News Tonight, Good Morning America, Dateline, Today Show, Nightly News, CNN, A&E, Fox Sports, and other broadcast and cable outlets. He also shoots for the National Hockey League, Ford Motor Co., and others. He has been nominated for EMMY awards four times and has won top honors from the Michigan Association of Broadcasters in 1987 and 1990.

Berg is the president and co-owner of Great Lakes Television Productions in South Lyon, Michigan, where he makes his home. He can be reached at (248) 486-3040. 

Gordy Marcotte, Sound Technician
Gordy Marcotte is a sound technician who earned his B.A. in communications from Western Michigan University in 1988. 

He began his career with Filmcraft Video, a producer of corporate and network video, and also worked for ENG Detroit before striking out on his own in 1995. As a freelance sound technician, he has worked on news stories for each of the major broadcast television networks, including stories for NBC's Dateline, ABC's 20/20, and CBS's 60 Minutes. His other clients have included Fox, PBS, CNN, NBA Entertainment, NHL Productions, GM, Ford, Chrysler, and Volkswagen.

Marcotte lives and works in the Detroit area and can be reached at (248) 672-3137. He can be contacted via email at marcotte@wwnet.com.

